FROM THE DIRECTOR

My grandmother used to say, “When life gives you lemons, make lemonade.” Well,
2020 could certainly fall into the “lemons” category, but from a fish management
standpoint, things could not have gone better. The COVID pandemic motivated
millions of Americans to step outside and take in all that Mother Nature has to offer.
The West Virginia mountains provide an ideal backdrop for this increased outdoor
activity. Our parks, streams and lakes have experienced record attendance, and
fishing licenses sales have been robust.

Our fish management professionals were behind the scenes making things happen.
We continued to work on improving fish habitat, stocking trout and other species, as
well as kicking oft our $40 million hatchery renovation program. Our hatcheries had
been neglected for decades.

We started with the hatchery at Bowden. Early last year, Bowden began receiving

a $10 million makeover. When finished, it will not only provide state of the art

facilities but will increase rearing capacity by 50 percent. When all the renovations are complete, our hatcheries will be able to produce
well over one million pounds of trout annually.

Looking forward to 2021, we anticipate expanding our Gold Rush event, continuing to improve fish habitat, and developing new special
regulation areas and events to create more exciting opportunities for anglers throughout West Virginia.

I hope the upcoming season is a special one, and until next time “tight lines” for everyone.
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Stephen S. McDaniel, DNR Director

DISTRICT OFFICES

Main Office - South Charleston, WV 25303
324 4th Avenue

Fish Management — Mark T. Scott
Law Enforcement — Col. Jerry Jenkins
License Unit — Michael Ingram
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(304) 558-2771
(304) 558-2784
(304) 558-2758

District 1 - Farmington, WV 26571
1110 Railroad Street

Fish Management — Dave Wellman
Law Enforcement — Capt. Steve Antolini

(304) 825-6787

District 5 - Alum Creek, WV 25003

Forks of Coal State Natural Area (304) 756-1023
480 Forks of Coal Way

District 2 - Romney, WV 26757

1 Depot Street (304) 822-3551

Fish Management — Brandon Keplinger
Law Enforcement — Capt. Tom Stuckey

District 3 - French Creek, WV 26218

WYV State Wildlife Center (304) 924-6211
163 Wildlife Road

Fish Management — James Walker
Law Enforcement — Capt. Douglas Benson

District 4 - Beckley, WV 25801
2006 Robert C. Byrd Drive

Fish Management — Glenn Nelson
Law Enforcement — Capt. Woodrow Brogan

(304) 256-6947

Fish Management — Jeff Hansbarger
Law Enforcement — Capt. Terry A. Ballard

District 6 - Parkersburg, WV 26101
2311 Ohio Avenue (304) 420-4550

Fish Management — Nate Taylor
Ohio River Biologist — Katie Zipfel
Law Enforcement — Capt. Stan Hickman

Operations Center - Elkins, WV 26241
738 Ward Road, P.O. Box 67 (304) 637-0245

Coldwater Biologist — David Thorne
Hatchery Program Manager — Jim Hedrick



